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HEAWDLIWG OF REIFDEZR IW ALASKA Y
REQUINES MODERY ZANGE METHODS

Since 1920, when the Bureaw of Biolozical Survey
of the U. S. Departument of Agriculture began its studies to prowote trhe pro_ress
of the reindeer industry in Alaska, the business has develoned many ilaprovenents
in the practices of nandling the herds of reindeer in the Territory. A new
circular on tals subject just issued by the Department of Azriculture, written
by Lawrence J. Paluer, c¢irector of the Reinceer RExperiment Station of the 3io-
logical Survey at Colleze, near Fairbvarnks, Alaska, summarizes recent developments
in the Alaska reindeer industry and recommends practices which it is believed the
industry would do well to adopt.

"Tae method of handling reindeer in Alsska," says the station director in
the circular, "has changed generally in recent years to conform with modern vrac-
tices of handling livestock. Formerly, with small-sized herds, the 0ld-World
methods originally introduced by the Laplanders were successfully followed, bub
with the great increase in the numbers of reindcer the old methods no lonzer suf-
fice and new and moderan ones must be adopted. Close herding and roping on the
open raige can no longer be anplied, and open herding and the use of detier cor-
rals and cautes are becoming the accepted practices.!

The better practices recommended are concerned with herding, rovnding-up,

corralling, vercerntage marking, castration, feeding, breeding, and butchering.



